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> De 164 kilos a 84,

Kevin Ríos, estudiante de UTB/
TSC, pierde el peso después de
ejercitarse por año y medio.
PÁGINA 13

CONGRATS

>> Student Media staff wins
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held on Corpus Christi's
Emerald Cove.
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photo essay
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ON THE WEB

DRIVE

Our photographers roam
campus. Have you been shot?
For all coverage that's not in
print, go to
utbcollegian.com

CATCH UP ON NEWS
THAT MATTERS
on our Website

>> Brother of
Ohio soldier:
‘We are a
nation at war’

S
By Samantha Ruiz
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In the age of technology
and
social
media,
knowing someone is not a
prerequisite to hitting the
friend request “Accept”
button, but perhaps it
should be.
With 2o harassment and
two stalking cases reported
to Campus Police in the last
two years, the student body
should be aware of the risks
that technology can pose on
their safety during Sexual
Assault Awareness Month.
According
to
Texas
Penal Code Section 42.07,
a person can be charged
with harassment if he
or she does something
with the intent to harm,
embarrass, annoy, alarm,
abuse or torment someone
else, whether that offense is
committed through phone,
writing or any electronic
communication.
Under the code, to be
charged with stalking, a
person has committed an
offense if he or she “on
more than one occasion
and pursuant to the same

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY JOE MOLINA/collegian

In the last two years, 20 harassment and two stalking cases were reported to Campus Police. April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month.

scheme or course of
conduct that is directed
specifically at another
person, knowingly engages
in conduct that” the victim
feels is threatening to them,
family, or the person they
are dating, and can cause
harm or death to any of
them.
Of the stalking and
harassment cases filed with
Campus Police, Sgt. Jaime

Prevention Resources & Support Services
>> Campus Police escorts
882-8232, 882-2222
>> Student Health Services
882-8951
>> Rape Crisis Center Hotline
544-7273
>> Friendship of Women
544-7412

Richeson said none of the
suspects was charged.
Cases that usually start
off as a stalking case are
usually withdrawn once
Campus Police makes
contact with the individual,
Richeson said.

THE COLLEGIAN

“The primary purpose

“The most serious cases
would be the boyfriendgirlfriend
situation
where [there is] a longterm relationship, the
relationship ends and the
person doesn’t know how
to take rejection or the

person doesn’t understand
what the word “no” means
because they were in a
long relationship,” he said.
“That’s the ones that I think
pose more seriousness
because the individual does
not want to let the other
party go.”
In one situation reported
to Campus Police, a student
suffered
bruising
and

See STALK, Page 12

SGA ELECTIONS

GUERRA RE-ELECTED
Mascot choices narrowed in
record turnout of 2,000 voters

By Joe Molina
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When close
gets too close,
what will
you do?

County limits help for May trustee elections
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The Texas Southmost
College board of trustees
has hired a consulting firm
to administer the May 12
trustee elections.
The board last Tuesday
authorized TSC President
Lily Tercero to execute
a contract with RBM
Consulting LLC of Chicago.
TSC had to hire a
consultant to conduct
the
elections
because
of the limited services
Cameron County elections
administrator will provide
for this even-numbered
federal election year.

>> Fla. task
force told
‘stand
ground’ law
confusing
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Texas Southmost College Trustees (from left) Juan “Trey” Mendez, Dr. Robert Lozano
and René Torres examine RBM Consulting LLC’s proposal for election services during
last Tuesday’s meeting in the Gorgas Hall boardroom. The firm will provide training
and equipment and will administer early voting and election day May 12 for trustee
positions 6 and 7.

of SB 100 is to adjust
the dates of the general
primary
election
and
primary runoff election in
order to bring Texas into
compliance with the MOVE

Act,” according to the Texas
Municipal League Web
site. “SB 100, as passed,
would retain the general

See TSC, Page 12

Garnering half the 1,856 votes cast, incumbent Student
Government Association President José Arturo Guerra
came off as the solid victor in senate
elections concluded March 29.
Guerra’s challengers were Vice
President
of
Administration
Normalinda Reyna and Vice President
of Policy and Procedure Marisol
Cervantes, both of whom relinquished
running for their current positions for a
chance to become president.
While nearly 2,000 student voters
José Arturo Guerra
participated in the election, only an
average of 1,272 actually voted in each category. Fourteen
senate positions were not filled, with some colleges
and officer positions remaining completely vacant of
representation for their respective schools/roles.

See SGA, Page 12
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serving the University of
Texas at Brownsville and
Texas Southmost College.
The newspaper is widely
distributed on campus and is
an award-winning member of
the Texas Intercollegiate Press
Association.
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Internships
Employers comb a
résumé for internships.
With summer around
the corner, it’s time
to start applying for
several that are a
good fit for you. At
www.internmatch.
com, you fill find
a great database
for both paid and
unpaid internships in
awesome companies
across the U.S.

A Day Without Shoes
The Greater
Mission Chamber
of Commerce and
Renee’s of Sharyland
are raising awareness
of what a child’s life
without shoes is by
going barefoot for
the entire day. You
can register at www.
Onedaywithoutshoes.
com to receive
updates and get
people involved.

Holga Exhibit
Art senior Andrew
Moncada will present
his first solo exhibit
from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
in Arnulfo L. Oliveira
Memorial Library,
room 114. The exhibit
is composed of blackand-white analog
photographs taken
with different Holga
cameras. For more
information, call Special
Events Coordinator
Millie Hernandez at
882-7130.

Mixer at Winks
From 5:30 until 9:30
p.m., the UTB Alumni
Association will host
a mixer for alumni
and friends at Winks
Saloon. Admission
is $5. All proceeds
go to the STARS
scholarship program.
A free buffet dinner
will be served to
the first 100 people
to register online at
www.utb.edu/mixer.
Call 882-4337 for
more information.

Get coached, get
healthy
Core Fitness Center
hosts a “Total Health,
Wealth and Wellness
Party” from 7 to 8:30
p.m. If you want to
let go of your food
cravings, stress, or
have more energy,
the people at Core
will help coach you
back to wellness.
Core Fitness Center
is located at 1921 E.
Tyler St. in Harlingen.

Brownsville Mercadito

Get up! 2012

Come see mariachis,
folclórico dance and
Mexican artisan works
at El Mercadito Fiesta,
located in Brownsville’s
Market Square. The
Mercado will run
from noon to 7 p.m.
and is located on
12th Street between
East Adams and
Washington streets.
For more information,
call Carolina Luna at
589-5151.

A bicycle race, running
race, bicycle group tour
and many other outdoor
activities are planned
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at
the Brownsville Sports
Park. Cash prizes and
gift certificates will be
given to winners and
participants. Visit www.
facebook.com/burnem.
group.tx to get all the
information.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Chick-Fil-A specials

Chick-fil-A at the Student Union
has new breakfast and lunch specials.
Buy any breakfast item and receive a free
coffee. Breakfast items include the spicy
biscuit, sausage biscuit, Chick-fil-A biscuit,
three-count chicken minis, oatmeal and
cinnamon clusters. For lunch, buy any
Chick-fil-A sandwich with a side order of
chips and receive a free medium sweet
tea. Chick-fil-A also offers regular and
spicy sandwiches, as well as salads and
wraps.   The restaurant serves breakfast
from 7:30 to 10:30 a.m. and lunch from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday.
Chick-fil-A is also offering stamp cards:
Buy six items get the next for free. Stop
by today for breakfast or lunch and pick
up your card at the Chick-fil-A in the
Student Union. For more information,
call the Student Union at 882-7035.  

BILL COSBY

Comedian Bill Cosby will perform at
8 p.m. Friday in the State Farm Arena,
located on South 10th Street in Hidalgo.
Cosby’s career spans five decades and is
most notably known for the popular ’80s
sitcom, “The Cosby Show.” Tickets
($42 to $57) can be purchased by calling
Ticketmaster at (800) 745-3000.

FREE TAX RETURN PREPARATION
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Taxpayers who have low or limited
income (under $49,000), individuals
with disabilities, non-English speaking
and elderly taxpayers can receive help to
complete their tax returns. Volunteers
will be available from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday, Thursday and Friday, 10 a.m. to
8 p.m. Tuesday and Wednesday and 9 a.m.
and to noon on Saturday in room F9 of the
ITEC Center, 301 Mexico Blvd. For more
information, call 882-4108.

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

Earth Day

The Earth Day Steering Committee
at UTB/TSC will host Earth Day from
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. April 19 at the Student
Union veranda and lawn. Participating
organizations will include Gladys Porter
Zoo, Sabal Palms Sanctuary, Texas Parks
and Wildlife, UTB/TSC Campus Police,
Pledge to Go Green, Tipotex Chevrolet,
Brownsville Urban System, UTB/TSC
Sustainability Council, Gorgas Science
Society, Angel’s Pet Rescue and many
more. Activities will include information
booths, bicycle safety, Brownsville
Farmer’s Market, free food and drinks,
music by UTB Radio and a free drawing
for men’s and women’s bicycles. For more
information, call the Office of Student
Life at 882-5138.

Professionalism Conference

The Title V STEM Learning
Communities Program is accepting
donations of gently used professional
clothing, shoes and accessories for
men and women of all sizes for its third
annual Student Professionalism
Conference--Dress
for
Success
Professional Attire Show, scheduled
April 24 on the Student Union lawn.
Donations will be accepted until April
20. The show will feature a variety of
presentations and activities to guide
students as they venture into the
workplace, including a résumé clinic,
interview do’s and don’ts, job searching
skills, etc. Students interested in modeling
may e-mail gabriela.cavazos1@utb.edu.

Clinical Lab Seminar

The
Medical
Laboratory
Technology Program will host its
fourth semiannual Rio Grande Valley
Clinical
Laboratory
Updates
Seminar from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. April 21
in the Education and Business Complex’s
Salón Cassia. The purpose of this seminar
is to provide laboratory professionals
with the continuing education needed to
maintain their certifications. Scheduled
speakers are Jose Cavazos, “Leaders, Not
Victims”; Marisol Hernandez, “HTLV-I
and HTLV-II: a Retroviral Review”; Dr.
Lorenzo Pelly, “The Laboratory’s Role
in Transitions of Care”; and Associate
Professor Daniele Provenzano, “Cholera.”
In addition, the MLT program will host
an open house from 10 a.m. to noon and
from 3-5 p.m. April 25 in LHS-B 1.208.
For more information, call MLT Program
Director Consuelo Villalon at 882-5087
or Secretary Tomasa V. Izaguirre at
882-5010.

The Office of Student Life and
Student Government Association
will host a “Building to Lead” conference
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday in the SET-B
Lecture Hall and the Student Union.
The conference will begin in the SET-B
Lecture Hall with registration at 7 a.m.
in the lobby followed by a presentation,
titled “Building a Better Bob,” by Bob
Cooper, which is designed to boost your
spirits, self-understanding and health,
memory, study skills and your GPA. The
conference will feature various workshops
dealing with various leadership topics led
by students and staff. Admission is free.
To pre-register or for more information,
contact the Office of Student Life at
882-5138 or eloy.alvarez@utb.edu. A Party for the Planet
Gladys Porter Zoo will host Party
continental breakfast, lunch and snacks
will be provided along with door prizes for the Planet from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
April 21. The zoo will spotlight chimpanzee
throughout the day.
conservation with activities, contests and
Casting call Indie Film
UTB/TSC students Leonardo Chavez displays in the special events building.
and Josue Rodriguez will conduct Local organizations will also be present to
auditions for an independent movie from 3 discuss how visitors can make an impact
to 5 p.m. April 18 and from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on climate change in their own backyard.
April 19. Auditions for both days will be at Admission is free with regular admission
the Gazebos in front of Eidman Hall. Bring or zoo membership. For more information,
call 546-7187 or visit www.gpz.org.
a monologue. Experience is preferred,
--Compiled
by Magaly Rosales
but not necessary. For more information,
e-mail Leonardo Chavez at leonardo_
ch91@yahoo.com or Josue Rodriguez
at riograndempvp@hotmail.com.
What's going on campus.

ALWAYS KNOW
See our weekly compilations
of campus happenings.

Sun.

POLICE REPORTS

The following are among the incidents
reported to Campus Police between
March 12 and 23.
Monday, March 12
3:02 a.m.: A Campus Police officer
was dispatched to Casa Bella where
resident assistants believed there
was an alcohol violation in one of
the rooms. The RAs stated that two
students had been tagged at La Estancia
(former name of Casa Bella) on Facebook, playing beer
pong with two women. The officer was then asked to
accompany the resident assistant to check the situation.
They knocked on the door several times until one of the
residents answered. Several bottles of beer were seen on
the kitchen table and several red plastic cups that seemed
to be arranged for beer pong, which is a drinking game.
The resident said that he had been asleep and did not know
who brought the beer in. Shortly afterward, the officer
was advised that one of the residents of that apartment
was seen driving by. The officer spoke with the student,
who told her that he had purchased the beers and that his
roommate was asleep during its consumption. The beer
was disposed of and a copy of the report was forwarded
to the Dean of Students Office.
Friday, March 16
4:12 a.m.: A Campus Police officer was dispatched to
Casa Bella in reference to a report of loud music. When
the officer arrived, no loud noise was heard coming
from the apartment. The resident stated that he had
invited his friends from Dallas for the weekend. A water
pipe and two visitors were seen in the common area
of the apartment, and the student said that he had not
filled out the proper documentation to have visitors stay
overnight and was not aware of the requirement. He was
told that he would have to ask his visitors to leave the
apartment. He said that he had four other visitors asleep
in his room. One of the visitors claimed possession of the
water pipe and said that he smoked flavored tobacco in
it. The visitors received criminal trespass warnings and
the officer explained that they were not allowed in Casa
Bella after visiting hours. The visitors then gathered their
belongings and left the apartment complex along with
the student.
Monday, March 19
9:52 a.m.: A Chevrolet Impala was booted in Lot U due
to a fictitious permit. The student who owned the vehicle
told the Campus Police officer that his girlfriend changed
the date on his parking permit without him knowing. He
was advised by the officer that the permit was issued to
him and it was his responsibility to maintain the integrity
of the permit.
Tuesday, March 20
8 a.m.: A staff member reported graffiti inside the Arts
Center. Markings were spray-painted on the box office
window and on the pillars nearby. She said one marking
looked like a face and the other like a buffalo. She left the
building at 6 p.m. the day before and did not see anyone
near the area and there were no events that day.
Thursday, March 22
3:02 p.m.: A student reported being threatened by
another student over a parking space in Lot V. She said
that as she waited for a vehicle to back out of a parking
space, she noticed another vehicle waiting in the opposite
lane. She parked in the space and as she walked toward
Cardenas Hall North, the driver of the other vehicle
lowered the passenger window and told her, “Don’t be
surprised if anything happens to your car.”
Friday, March 23
9:13 a.m.: A staff member reported receiving harassing
phone calls that were aggressive and made false claims. He
said the number came from either a fake or international
phone number. The man who called identified himself as
a representative of a law firm in Florida and spoke with
a heavy accent. The staff member said that the man was
making accusations of a pending lawsuit, garnishment of
wages and debt, and said he would show up at his place of
employment to collect the debt.
--Compiled by Samantha Ruiz
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Taking it bay by bay

BEACH WINS
The Collegian, UTB Radio staff
rake up 17 state awards

Héctor Aguilar

THE COLLEGIAN

Michelle Serrano/collegian

The oxidized façade and gnarled wires of Mr. Tom reveal a story
of shrimping, as it rests on the waters of Corpus Christi Bay.

Tumblr.

See the entire essay and read the story on
utbcollegian.tumblr.com
Top: Live shrimp wriggle on a granite-top table before
getting placed on ice. Bottom: Corpus Christi native Bruce
Hamaker talks about his adventures at sea on the sailboat he
purchased “for a steal.”
Miguel Angel Roberts/collegian

Student staff members
of The Collegian and
UTB Radio took home a
total of 17 awards during
the 103rd annual Texas
Intercollegiate
Press
Association
Convention
held March 29-31 in Corpus
Christi.
Students from 46 colleges
and universities competed
in dozens of categories,
from news writing and radio
announcing to magazine
design and critical review,
among others.
In
on-site
contests,
Cartoonist
Michelle
Serrano and “The Collegian
News” Webcast Editor
Miguel
Angel
Roberts
earned first place in the
two-person photo essay
category.
Roberts and Serrano
submitted a series of five
photos with the subject
matter being shrimpers,
their boats and live shrimp
at a marina.
Serrano also received
third
place
for
her

participation
in
the
editorial cartoon category.
“I drew a cartoon about
the UT System’s plans for
getting students to graduate
in a four-year-track and if
they’re unable to graduate
within those four years they
get booted from the school.”
Staff writer Regina Miller
captured second place in
radio announcing. Editorial
assistant Jasmin Euceda
also received second place
in TV advertising.
In radio advertising,
UTB Radio’s Advertising
Manager Moises Grimaldo
received second place.
Grimaldo also received
honorable mention in radio
sports writing.
Spanish Editor Viridiana
Zúñiga
received
third
place in Spanish news
writing. Third place in
TV announcing went to
reporter Marlane Ashley
Rodriguez.
The
Collegian
also
received several awards
for work published during
2011. The staff received
second place for its Aug. 22

See TIPA, Page 5

Europe's summer through the lens
Communication Department
offers study abroad opportunities
in Prague and Krakow

By Regina Miller

THE COLLEGIAN

Cobblestone
streets
and castles, red roofs and
Baroque cathedrals are a few
of the wonderful things the
students of this summer’s
photojournalism course will
be able to photograph.
The department and the
Office of Global Engagement
have organized a program
where
Communication
Associate Professor Sharaf
Rehman will take students
to Prague, Czech Republic,
and
Krakow,
Poland,
during Summer Session
I 2012. From May 20 to

June 1, students will study
in two of Eastern Europe’s
most beautiful cities while
earning college credit.
During the first half of
the program, students will
spend one week in Prague,
photographing
buildings
that have been standing
for centuries, as well as its
modern architecture to
contrast Europe’s past and
present. Accompanied by
a local guide, students will
visit some of the city’s most
important landmarks as
well as have the liberty to
explore on their own. After
spending a few nights in the
Czech capital, students will

take a night train to Krakow
on the evening of May 25 to
begin the second half of the
trip.
Here, they will take
daytrips, visiting several
sites
around
Poland,
including the infamous
World War II concentration
camp, Auschwitz. Students
will also be able to attend a
film workshop at Tischner
University in Krakow, as
well as the fourth annual
Language, Culture and
Politics Conference, also at
Tischner University.
The total cost of the
program is $2,700, and it
includes three-hour tuition,
airfare, boarding, lodging
and ground transportation
for 13 days. The student’s
breakfast, health insurance,
the film workshop and

Retirement Preparation Planning

conference
are
also
included.
COMM 4303:90 - Topics
in
CommunicationPhotojournalism
is
an
upper-level course that can
be taken in two ways. The
first is through the Study
Abroad Program organized
by the Global Engagement
office, and the second is
wikipedia commons
through an online course
On
May
20,
Communication
Department
Associate
Professor
Sharaf
Rehman will
offered in Summer Session
I. Students taking the online take students to Prague, Czech Republic, for the first week of a photojournalism
Study Abroad course.
course would only have to
pay the regular three-hour
local Polish students, the very interesting and very
tuition. It is also possible for
photojournalism
course inexpensive,” Rehman said.
students to attend the trip
The deadline to submit
creates an avenue to gain a
without taking the course;
broader cultural, academic an application is April 16.
for this, the tuition portion
For more information, call
and personal perspective.
of the program would be
“Both of these cities have Rehman at 882-7222 or
deducted from the total cost.
wonderful architectural and Study Abroad Coordinator
By combining European
cultural history, so there is Larissa Guijosa at 882architecture
with
the
a lot to photograph and a 8955.
opportunity
to
meet
lot to see. … Both cities are

Don a red tee for the troops
By Jasmin Euceda
THE COLLEGIAN

Bob Richardson CLU, ChFC
REGISTERED FINANCIAL CONSULTANT

(956) 542 - 1775

Investment Advisor Representative with and Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through
Transamerica Financial Advisors, Inc (TFA) member FINRA, SIPC and a Registered Investment Advisor.
Non-securities products and services are not offered through TFA.
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On Sept. 11, 2001,
members
of
al-Qaeda
hijacked four airliners to
carry out suicide attacks
against targets in the United
States. On March 19, 2003,
President
Bush
called
for an invasion of Iraq in
retaliation.
Two of the hijacked planes
destroyed the World Trade
Center in New York City, a
third hit the Pentagon, and
the fourth plane crashed
into a field in Pennsylvania.
The 9/11 attacks killed
more than 3,000 people.
Among the thousands of
victims were 400 police
officers and firefighters.

Nearly 11 years after the
attacks, U.S. servicemen and
women are still stationed
in Iraq in service to their
country.
In honor of their sacrifice,
the Veterans Resource
Center has extended an
invitation
to
students,
faculty and staff to support
the troops by wearing a red
T-shirt. The practice began
last Friday and will take
place the first Friday of each
month.
Sophomore
computer
information science major
Moises Torres Jr. is among
veterans on campus.
“I think it’s a great way
to show appreciation to our
fellow brothers and sisters
that are currently protecting

our freedom,” Torres said.
“Wearing a red T-shirt is not
about whether you agree or
disagree with the war, it is
about honoring the men and
women who risk their life for
your own.”
Torres served in the Air
Force from July 2007 to
August 2010. He was among
the members of the campus
community donning a red
T-shirt last Friday.
“I am a veteran,” he
said. “Even though I may
not be active anymore, I
will continue supporting
our troops by wearing a
red T-shirt. I left family
behind in the military; I will
definitely send pictures of
students on campus wearing
their red T-shirts.”
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More tutoring

“My issue is that there is not enough tutors for
psychology. Sometimes I struggle
with classes and a lot of my friends
also do, and with a little more
help we can better our grades. …
There is not that much [tutoring],
like there is for math.”

Juan Garcia
Freshman psychology major

Freshman groups

“I have an issue about the transition from high school
to college. It was kind of hard not
having any friends in any of my
classes, and not being sure how to
study and do the homework. … I
think [UTB] should make groups
for freshmen so we can help each
other out.”

Eduardo Ramirez
Freshman engineering physics-electrical major

Scantron vending machines

“Basically, it’s going to Barnes & Noble every time
just to buy a Scantron or pencil. I
really wish [UTB] had vending
machines everywhere on campus
so we don’t have to walk to one
location every time and be late
for class just to buy a simple
Scantron.”

Corina Carrillo
Freshman mathematics major

UTB or TSC?

“The major issue right now seems to just
be the split between UTB and TSC.
Along with the registration issues
that that [are brought] up with
campus registration, there is a
lot of confusion among students.
Which class will I take to get
credit in which school? If I take
this class, will I get UTB credit or
TSC credit? We really just don’t know.”

Andrew Garcia
Junior multidisciplinary studies major

TWEET IT
Tell us your beef via Twitter.
Just use #mybeef and
tweet us, @utbcollegian.

--Compiled by Marlane Ashley Rodriguez
--Photos by Christopher Peña

political talk
put simply,
on a blog

utbcollegian.com

Letters
to the editor
Policy
Letters to the editor must include the name, classification and phone number of the
author or the letter cannot be published. Opinions expressed in The Collegian are those
of writers and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Collegian or UTB/TSC administrators. The editor reserves the right to edit the letters. Send your letters to collegian@
utb.edu.

The road to prescription
drug addiction
Doctors and pharmacists are becoming the new drug
dealers who are flooding the streets with addictive pills.
Although illegal drugs and prescription drugs are both
dangerous to use, in some ways, prescription drugs are
more dangerous than illegal drugs.
David Gutierrez, a staff writer at Natural News.com,
titled his article “Prescription Drugs Kill 300 Percent
More Americans than Illegal Drugs” (1). Prescription
drugs seem to be a problem for people who take them
because they end up abusing them. These drugs cause
people to become addicted, and like vampires, they will
oftentimes, stop at nothing to feed their addiction.
When people become addicted to prescription
drugs, their lives drastically change. At 43, my father
experiences prescription drug addiction. Everything
started back in 2007. The judge sentenced my father
to five years in prison because he committed his third
DWI. While serving his time in prison, he suddenly
began to feel sick. He felt anxiety, insomnia and sank
into deep depression. The doctor prescribed my father
Zoloft, an antidepressant, to treat his anxiety and
depression.
Zoloft seemed to be the right drug my father needed
to help alleviate his depression, anxiety, and even his
insomnia. After taking Zoloft for a short period of time,
he slept, ate and felt good throughout the day. A year
passed, and his dosage insidiously increased from 100
to 200 milligrams. It did not seem to be a problem for
my father since Zoloft was what his body craved. When
he began taking the pill to treat every ache and pain
he encountered, this was a hint that maybe there was
something else going on. If his head hurt, Zoloft took the
pain away. On two separate occasions, my father bought
the pills from his partner, who sold them instead of
taking them. I think this was a good indication that my
father had become addicted to prescribed medication.
When my father was released in 2011, he had to
continue taking the prescription drug he loved and to
which he had become addicted. It was impossible for
him to endure a day without Zoloft. Although the doctor
at the prison had given him pills for a whole month, my

The new American academia?
By Carlos Gutiérrez
Progressive and industrialized countries tend to
measure their power and success in economic terms
such as GNP (Gross National Product) or GDP (Gross
Domestic Product). The amount of pressure and control
they maintain over other countries is also used as an
indicator when talking of global power. However, little
is said about the level of education, the social awareness
among its citizens or indeed their values, and this has
had a deep impact nationwide. The values that in the
past shaped this country such as liberty of speech and
of religion have been widely tackled by the very political
sector that is supposed to further enhance these values.
When talking about oppression of civil liberties Texas
is the shining star on the map. Texas has had a history of
a right-wing agenda that has modified the way in which
we approach certain issues such as birth control and
public education. A perfect example of the right-wing
agenda at its best is the Texas State Board of Education
(SBOE). The SBOE is composed of 15 members elected
from State Board of Education districts. Its members
serve four-year terms and the current board includes 10
Republicans and five Democrats. Only eight members
are needed to make a decision and so it seems that
the balance is quite unfair. In addition to this, it must
be noted that the SBOE is in charge of “The Textbook
Adoption Process,” in it nominates individuals who
serve on review committees that assess whether the
new books conform to the state’s curriculum standards.

See ACADEMIA, Page 14

Not ready to cheer

Several community members asked me why we of Trails
Yes, Tolls No, didn’t cheer when the Metropolitan Planning
Organization voted March 14 to delete the West Loop Toll
Road/Road from an endorsed project list.
Why applaud? Why chortle? Why cheer?
The eight MPO votes to delete were an affirmation that
the City of Brownsville has the capacity to develop an
8-mile sustainable bike, walking and nature trail on the
soon-to-be-abandoned eight miles of railroad tracks.
Thousands are appreciative of the eight voters, and
would certainly welcome input from the three negative
voters, the two abstentions, as well as the Cameron County
Regional Mobility Authority and the Texas Department of
Transportation with ideas surrounding the eight miles.
The MPO, CCRMA and TXDot have plenty of planning
and building to engage them in Cameron County, and
Brownsville does, too.
They have the capacity to work together, and safe and
efficient motor-vehicle routes and sustainable trails and
paths can be achieved, and are compatible--with foresight-that incorporates transportation and recreation needs
that improve instead of damage the environment.
Eugene “Gene” Novogrodsky

See ADDICTION Page 12 Brownsville

ON CAMPUS | 5

April 9, 2012

the collegian

Educational leader speaks to women, gives advice TIPA
Continued from Page 3
By Magaly Rosales
THE COLLEGIAN

During a 45-minute lecture
that drew laughter, cheers and
applause, Alma García told
the story of how technology,
compassion, networking and
resourcefulness helped her
land a job with the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation.
García, a Brownsville native
and program officer of Early
College High Schools with the
Texas High School Project in
Dallas, addressed about 100
people at the Professional
Women Speak 2012 Spring
Conference titled “A Woman’s
Path to Effective Leadership,”
which took place March 24 in
the Education and Business
Complex’s Salón Cassia.
She is in charge of helping
education systems in the state
to increase the number of high
schools that prepare students
for success in college.
García was principal of
Yturria Elementary School
when the school received a
technology grant.
“We were the first school to
have the highest technology
available in Brownsville,”
García said. “Back then we had
Internet, which means that
we could e-mail within the
school, we had fiber optic cable
and we had opportunities to
do video conferences. This is
back in 1990; I mean it was
state-of-the-art.”
García learned how to
use the video-conference
technology to help her
students communicate with
teachers and children from
Alaska so that they could
learn about snow.

“Technology back then, I
want to tell you, had a very
big influence in my life,” she
said. “It had an influence in
my life because I understood
the importance [of it] as to
moving towards the future,
that technology was going to
have something to do [with
it].”
García later was hired to
run UTB/TSC’s GEAR-UP,
a federally funded college
preparation
program.
During her tenure, she
attended a recruitment and
retention
conference
in
Austin, where Don Brown,
then a commissioner of the
Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board, was
making a presentation.
“The screen goes blank,”
García said of Brown’s
presentation.
“The
poor
man, you could see him
perspiring because his whole
presentation was up there.
Didn’t know other than to
press enter—he didn’t know
anything about technology.
So he says, ‘Ladies and
gentlemen, I don’t know what
to do.’”
García said she got up,
went behind the podium and
nudged the computer, which
was hibernating.
“I woke it up, it was asleep,”
she said of the machine. She
volunteered to help Brown
through his presentation
by keeping the computer
“awake.”
At the end of the
presentation, Brown told her:
“If you ever need anything, if
you ever need me--you saved
me back there.”
García
invited
Brown

Miguel Angel Roberts/collegian

Alma G. García, program officer with the Texas High School Project, speaks during
the “A Woman’s Path to Effective Leadership,” a conference hosted March 24 by the
Professional Women Speak organization at UTB/TSC. García holds a bachelor’s degree
in elementary education from the University of Texas- Pan American and a master’s in
educational administration from Stephen F. Austin University.
to attend her conference
presentation on GEAR-UP.
He accepted.
“As a leader, those are skills
that you need,” she said. “You
have to have compassion.
There has to be some kindness
there. … You never know who
you’re helping.”
After
the
conference,
Don Brown received a call
from an executive search
company that was looking for
someone to head the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation’s
Early College High Schools
program and asked him for a
recommendation.
“Guess
who
he
recommended?” García told
the audience. “That’s where
I got my first break. This
gentleman throws my name in
the ring, I go for an interview
and the [rest] is history. You
never know how you’re going
to influence someone.”
When she applied for

the position, García was
interviewed by 18 people in
the Gates Foundation office
in Washington, D.C. But, a
technical glitch threatened to
derail the interview because
the majority of the panel
conducted the interview via
video conference.
“The audio goes off—so you
could see the people talking
but nobody could hear them,”
García said. “The three ladies
in the room were going, ‘Oh
my God, what do I do?’”
But the video-conference
equipment was the same as
the one she had learned to
use as a principal at Yturria
Elementary. She was able to
fix it and “everybody starts
talking.”
The question she was asked
when the audio went off was
“how technology wise are
you?”
“Cha-ching! I got that
one—true story,” García said.

“Learn, learn. Technology is
your friend, but learn a lot and
keep up to date with it.”
Another pointer she shared
from that job interview: “Take
your tools with you.” García
said she took her laptop
computer to the interview
and when she was asked a
question about postsecondary
education that she did not
know the answer to, she
looked it up on the computer.
“I didn’t expect you guys
to think I knew it, but I
have the skills to research
it,” she recalled telling the
interviewers. “And guess
what? I just found four people
that are experts in that area
and I could connect you to
them if you’d like.”
Also speaking at the PWS
conference were Nora De
Hoyos-Comstock, president
and CEO of Las Comadres
para las Americas, an
Internet-based group that
builds connections with
other Latinas; and Vanessa
Martinez, a full-time lecturer
in
UTB/TSC’s
Health
and Human Performance
Department.
Professional
Women
Speak awarded scholarships
to senior biology major
Abigail Perez and junior
criminal justice major Karla I.
Hernandez.
“I feel really thankful, really
blessed and honored to have
received it, because they chose
me out of all the applicants
and I am sure everybody had
really great stories,” Perez
said. “I feel like I am doing the
right thing to get to where I
need to be.”

“The Catch-up Issue” in the
category of special section/
edition.
Former Collegian Editor
Christine Cavazos received
second place for her TV
news non-feature story,
“UTB/TSC student killed.”
Collegian Editor Rene
Cardona
Jr.
received
second place in opinion/
editorial page design for
the Sept. 26 issue and an
honorable mention in news
story for his Aug. 22 article
headlined
“A
stinging
storm of change,” about
cuts in federal and state
financial aid as well as TSC
scholarships.
In the sports action photo
category,
photographer
Chris
Peña
received
third place for his Sept.
19 women’s soccer team
“Defenders” photo.
Receiving
honorable
mention
were
former
Collegian Sports Editor
Louie Vera, in sports
news for his “UTB/TSC
looks to bounce back from
loss”
story;
Collegian
Advertising Sales Manager
Jimena Evia, in ad design
for her “Sunset Bar &
Grill” ad; former Sports
Editor Alejandro Rivera,
in headline writing for
“Scorpions tag the Steers”;
and Zúñiga, in Spanish
writing for “Mágica Noche
de Muertos.”
A total of 480 people
attended the conference
according
to
TIPA
Executive Director Fred
Stewart.
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Oil billionaire
explains value
of mistakes

I n memor y of Chávez
College Assistance Migrant
Program Director Noel
Rodriguez (second from
left) and C.A.M.P. members
(from left) Dario Gonzalez,
Adrian Gonzalez and
Fabiola Torres perform for
a crowd to honor the late
labor rights leader César
Chávez during a rally
March 28 in the UTB/TSC
Free Speech Area. The
event was part of many
activities in celebration
of National Farmworkers
Awareness Week. About
60 people attended the
rally.

By Joe Molina

THE COLLEGIAN

Billionaire Ray Hunt, president and chief executive
officer of Hunt Consolidated Inc., shared his tips for
success with UTB/TSC students, including learning from
one’s and others’ mistakes.
Hunt addressed about 50 people in a brief questionand-answer session March 23 in the Education and
Business Complex.
Hunt’s father, Haralson Hunt Jr., a wildcatter whose
poker winnings in 1934 essentially provided the means
necessary to set off Hunt Oil Co., left Hunt with the
majority of his company.
Seventy-five years later, Hunt established one of the
largest privately owned companies in the United States.
Before the Q&A session, the School of Business hosted
a business appreciation breakfast, where it invited Hunt
to be the keynote speaker to honor three local business
leaders: René Capistrán, president of building contractor
company SpawGlass for the South Texas Region; Sergio
Gutiérrez, owner and founder of the industrial real-estate
developing company FINSA in Mexico; and, Jo Wagner,
president of the commercial plumbing and mechanical
contracting company CTO Inc. in Harlingen.
Hunt began his session with the students by sharing
five key characteristics imperative to a company seeking
more than just sustainability.
He developed key points by observing companies that
have succeeded in the past and companies that have
failed.
“I learn a lot more
... from mistakes that
I make than from the
things I do well,” Hunt
said. “My preference is
to learn from somebody
else’s mistakes.”
Hunt explained how a
company’s most valuable
asset is its corporate
culture adhered to a
value system and work
ethic.
“Before Enron I would
have said people,” Hunt
said.
Organizations with a
good corporate culture
Ray Hunt, president and CEO of Hunt Consol- “will attract other people
idated Inc., introduces himself to marketing with the same values and
senior Cameron Cox before a brief question- the same work ethic,” he
and-answer session March 23 in UTB/TSC’s said.
Hunt
compared
Education and Business Complex.
companies to social
bodies, such as athletic teams, families and churches, and
linked their success to incorporating these principles.
Next, he explained how the ability to differentiate
your company is essential in a diverse and competitive
business world.
Hunt’s third and fourth pointers are adaptability and
agility.
“Darwin had it right,” he said. “The species that
survives is the one that adapts the best.”
Both haste and apt engagement, Hunt explained, in
today’s social and business environment is elemental in
achieving greatness because change is occurring more
and more rapidly.
His fifth principle: Sometimes, being successful also
entails exploring different facets, even if it opposes the
popular stance.
Hunt underlined his last piece of advice with a word
of caution: “You shouldn’t be contrarian just to be
contrarian.”
Associate marketing senior Diana Landeros asked
Hunt: “What do you consider to be the most important
trait, in the business world, for an employee?”
Hunt replied that characteristics are of greatest value,
such as working honestly and candidly, two essentials
that help employers and companies deal with and resolve
problems quickly.
Marketing senior Arnold Galvan asked Hunt to share
what he has learned from handling difficult situations.
“Anybody who says they haven’t made a mistake is
lying or not very smart,” Hunt said. “When you make a
mistake, acknowledge the mistake: ‘I’m sorry, I am so
sorry. I really screwed up [but] I’ve learned from it.’...
That’s where character comes from.”
Hunt finished the Q&A session by iterating the
important role that dressing for success plays in business
and accrediting value to individuals who are bilingual.

Christopher Peña/collegian

Singin’ corridos, honoring heroes
Ballads detail South Texas life, battles with authorities

By Rene Cardona Jr.

COLLEGIAN EDITOR
Before the synthesized voices of the likes of Nicki Minaj
and Drake graced the speakers of bars, the Rio Grande
Valley had a simpler kind of tune that embodied the local
culture and tribulations.
Being gunned down by Texas Rangers and smuggling
troves of tequila into a dry United States don’t coincide
with the topics covered by mainstream artists today.
But once, long ago, the stories of the Mexicans who dealt
with the hardships of life were spread orally through the
melodious corrido.
Rumbo al’ Anacua, a duet composed of Olmito residents
Rosa Canales Pérez and her husband Joe Pérez, performed
several corridos for Eduardo del Rio’s Mexican-American
Literature class March 27 as part of the professor’s lecture
on Américo Paredes, the late Mexican-American scholar
and folklorist.
The set list featured three of South Texas’ most famous
corridos, “El Corrido de Gregorio Cortez,” “El Corrido de
Jacinto Treviño” and “El Corrido de los Tequileros.”
Although the protagonists of each differ slightly, their
plots parallel: men pitted against sheriffs, Texas Rangers
after a misunderstanding, an act of racism or defying law.
One such man, Gregorio Cortez, became (in)famous for
evading authorities after killing a sheriff, who had shot
Cortez’s brother because of a misunderstanding that arose
since neither party could understand the other’s language.
“It seems to be talking a lot about the intercultural
conflict between the Anglo rangers and the citizenry,
which was mostly Mexican,” Joe Pérez told the class of
about 20. “You got to think though that this is really the
abuse of power. … It always has to go back to who has the

MAGALY ROSALES/collegian

The duet Rumbo al’ Anacua, composed of Joe and Rosa Pérez, perform a dueto ranchero
for College of Liberal Arts Assistant Dean and English Associate Professor Eduardo del Rio's
Mexican-American Literature class in honor of the late Américo Paredes.

power and that can go beyond race; it’s class.”
“El Corrido de Jacinto Treviño,” composed around
1910, features one man who escapes into Mexico with the
Texas Rangers in hot pursuit. Jacinto had stood up for his
brother, who was accosted by a sheriff at a cantina in San
Benito.
“The guy was drunk and the sheriff was all over him,
tearing him apart, so Jacinto Treviño stepped in and beat
up the sheriff and that’s what got him into trouble,” Rosa
Pérez said. “They called in the Texas Rangers and they had
a shoot out in Baker’s Cantina.”
In 1922, “El Corrido of Los Tequileros” emerged
conveying the story of three tequila smugglers who were
killed by the Texas Rangers during a smuggling operation.
The era of Prohibition sat heavy upon the United States,

See CORRIDO, Page 14

10 students get into early acceptance program for UTMB-Galveston
By Marlane Ashley Rodriguez
THE COLLEGIAN

Two
UTB/TSC
and
eight high school students
have been accepted into
UT-Brownsville’s
Early
Medical School Acceptance
Program, which guarantees
automatic admission into
the University of Texas
Medical Branch-Galveston.
Lisa Cain, director of
UTMB’s Medical School
Enrichment
Program
and who serves on the
admissions
board
for
UTMB, came to the UTB/
TSC campus on March 28
to interview students for
the program.
EMSAP is a six-partner
university program that
targets graduating high
school juniors and seniors.
If accepted, students then
must meet criteria to be
automatically accepted to
UTMB after completing a

selected.
Cain
said the students
affiliated
with
EMSAP
are
hardworking,
dedicated
and
intelligent.
“Also,
at
UTMB, we believe
Gustavo Stern
Lisa Cain
in
diversity,”
Cain said. “UTfour-year degree from the Brownsville is one of the
home university.
institutions
where
we
The
universities can recruit students to
participating in the EMSAP indicate that we can bring
are UT-Brownsville, UT- in a diverse population of
Pan American, UT-El Paso, students.”
Texas A&M International
She said the demand for
University, Texas Southern doctors in the United States
University and Prairie View is great.
A&M University.
“There is a demand for
Cain has been working physicians who don’t mind
with the EMSAP in giving their service to
Brownsville since 2006. She underserved areas, to rural
said UTMB has chosen to areas, to people who will
recruit students from UTB be in need of health care,”
because of the wonderful Cain said.
work relationship and
Each year, 23o medical
progress with the students students
are
accepted

to UTMB. Cain has
interviewed more than
1,000 students from across
the United States.
The students who were
accepted to UTB’s EMSAP
this year are Ericka Rangel
and Andrea Heier, both
UTB/TSC
sophomores;
Cecilia Colom, Samantha
Gomez, Faith Mason, Jose
Raya and David Chen,
all of whom attend the
Mathematics and Science
Academy at UTB/TSC; Ed
Alvarado, of Hanna High
School; Humberto Ramos,
Rivera High School; and,
Alexis Ruiz, Alexander
High School in Laredo.
EMSAP
students
participate
in
clinical
rotations and enrichment
programs that help prepare
the students for the Medical
College Admissions Test.
UTB/TSC
sophomore

See UTMB, Page 14
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TSC changes insurance City commission OKs $3 million
agent for a ‘local’ one to rehabilitate buildings

By Joe Molina

THE COLLEGIAN

Sidney Brown of RN Jones
Agency Inc. interjected
midway through the Texas
Southmost College board of
trustees meeting March 22
to allege “illegal” activity in
the awarding of a contract
for insurance.
“I’m the other agent
from [Texas Windstorm
Insurance
Association],”
Brown
said.
“What
occurred tonight is illegal.
The gentleman making the
presentation is not licensed
for property and casualty
[and] cannot stand up here
and make a presentation to
you.”
Brown was referring
to Dino Chavez, CEO of
National MGA insurance
Alliance Inc.
MGA is a local affiliate
of the Klement Agency,
an insurance entity based
in the North Texas city of
Prosper with licensing to
sell commercial property
and casualty insurance.
The Texas Windstorm
Insurance Association is a
pool of authorized property
and casualty insurance
companies that provide
wind and hail insurance
coverage for Gulf Coast
property owners who might
otherwise be left uninsured
in the state.
According to Chet Lewis,
TSC vice president of
finance and administration,
the state provides TSC with
TWIA coverage and this
year, TWIA covers up to
$4.42 million per building
and its contents.
Historically, TSC and
UT-Brownsville
would
buy additional coverage
as one entity for the 23
buildings that exceed $4.42
million in value, but with
the upcoming end of the
partnership, UT System
officials informed TSC last
year they would discontinue
their combined policy for
excess wind coverage on
March 31.
In heed of the upcoming

hurricane season, the board
considered proposals from
several insurance entities
for both the TWIA policy
and excess wind coverage.
RN
Jones
Agency
Inc. has provided UTB/
TSC with coverage for
the last four years, and
TSC
administrators
recommended that the
board renew the contract.
“We feel it’s in the best
interest of the college to
go ahead and stay with
our current policy, which
is considered to having a 1
percent deductible, and the
pricing for that would be at
$827,789,” Lewis informed
the board. “We have had a
good experience with RN
Jones Agency and we would
recommend a continuation
with them because of the
years of service we have
had with them.”
However, board Secretary
Adela Garza said: “We have
done business with [RN
Jones] in the past. Why
don’t we give somebody else
an opportunity to prove
themselves and, also, I’m
going to choose local.”
TSC
President
Lily
Tercero said: “Looking
at it from a standpoint of
business continuity there
is a reason ... we selected
to recommend the current
[agent]. … Normally, when
you are looking at these
kinds of issues, one of the
things we look at is historical
work with the entity you’ve
been involved with and the
continuity in maintaining
the relationship.”
Given that all four
insurance
agencies
proposed
the
same
premium and deductible for
the TWIA policy, Trustee
Trey Mendez said it was “all
the same.”
Garza motioned to accept
the Klement proposal,
which was seconded by
Mendez. Garza, Mendez
and board Chair Francisco
“Kiko” Rendon voted in
favor of the motion, and
Dr. Robert Lozano cast the

See INSURANCE , Page 12

By Samantha Ruiz
THE COLLEGIAN

The City of Brownsville
will use more than $3
million in reprogrammed
federal block grant funds
to buy capital equipment,
build a new airport hangar
and rehabilitate a building
for affordable housing.
The allocated funds will
also be used to improve
the Stegeman Building, an
apartment building located
at 805 E. Tyler St. It will
be renovated for affordable
multifamily housing and
commercial use.
Funding, which comes
from old and unused
community
development
block and HOME grants
will also be used to acquire
land, buy a fire truck, and
improve a park and the
Good Neighbor Settlement
House soup kitchen.
Commissioners approved
the substantial amendment
to the Oct. 1, 2011-Sept.
30, 2012 One Year Action
Plan during its meeting last
Tuesday.
Although he voted in
favor of the amendment,
District 1 Commissioner
Ricardo Longoria said the
money should be used to
improve the city’s roads.
“You took money from
the streets. Why is it that,
at this point in the year, that
money has not been spent?
… Streets are our No.1
priority,” Longoria said.
He
said
the
reprogrammed
money
should go to repairing the
city’s streets instead of
rehabilitating buildings.
Longoria also said that
commissioners
promise
citizens better streets, and
they need it.
Planning Director Ben
Medina responded that
there is enough funding and
projects for Public Works
and street repair projects
under contract that are
using money from 2005 and
2010.
Medina said there is not
enough time to start street
projects because the fiscal

Live Here, Save Money!

year is already going to
end. The money that is left
over from the rehabilitation
projects will go to fix the
streets, he said.
Before Longoria voiced
his
concerns,
Medina
told the commission that
there is about $1,018,000
available for street repairs
and $480,000 for staff.
“We have plenty of money
and plenty of profits,”
Medina said.
Longoria said he does not
have a problem with the use
of this money but suggested
the city compile a list of
projects for the beginning of
the next funding cycle.
Mayor Tony Martinez
echoed the words of the
commissioner.
“[Street projects] are
not only a popular refrain,
but a necessary refrain out
there,” Martinez said. “It’s
an issue that needs to be
addressed and it needs to
be addressed now before
we look at the budget, and
we need to outline a plan of
what streets are going to be
worked on and when they’re
going to be worked on, and
when they will be finished.”
Longoria added: “We need
to set that money aside, and
put it to work. This is the
problem: In District 1 there
are 62 streets that need to
be paved. Trust me, every
individual up here can give
you the names of streets
that need to be worked on.”
Commissioner At-Large
B Rose Gowen said the
Brownsville
Community
Improvement
Corp.
is
sponsoring a complete
streets
workshop,
tentatively set for May 16.
Gowen
said
the
workshop will discuss the
management and design
of streets that are efficient
and move people more
efficiently down the road.
“It’s not just about the
street but how the street is
constructed,” Gowen said.
An additional allocation
of $80,000 was set aside
for homeless prevention,
rapid
re-housing,
Homeless
Management

CHRISTOPHER PEÑA/collegian

The City of Brownsville will renovate the Good Neighbor Settlement House soup
kitchen with reprogrammed federal grant money.

Information System, a
software system that tracks
case management, and
administration.
The commission also
approved an agreement
between the City of
Brownsville and the BCIC
to pass ownership of
the Brownsville Sports
Park to the city and
provide assistance in the
maintenance of the park.
City
Attorney
Mark
Sossi said the corporation
is willing to hand over
ownership of the park to
the city, continue to pay for
it and only require the City
of Brownsville to maintain
the park.
“It represents a good
deal for the city, a good
opportunity,” Sossi said.
“We can make the Sports
Park asset, the city’s asset,
and the only requirement
they’re asking for is that we
report to them on a biannual
basis.”
The BCIC will set the
operation of maintenance
cost, which it will pay for.
If the city wants to request
an increase of that money, it
would simply need to notify
the corporation 60 days in
advance, he said.
Commissioners
also
approved the first reading
of an ordinance that would
allow the city to place more
parking meters as the city
grows in order to control
parking.
Also
approved
by
the commission was a
resolution to adhere to and
enforce the regulations
of
federally
funded

construction projects.
Projects
exceeding
$100,000 must comply with
Section 3 rules.
Under the bid, if the
contractor is going to hire
new staff, they must be
low- and moderate-income
people, especially from
the neighborhood of the
construction.
If contractors are not
compliant, their contracts
can be taken away. The city
will monitor contractors
every month to ensure
compliance and that they
hire the people they said
they would.
Medina said the policy
lays out a plan of how the city
will monitor the contractor
and which staff will be in
charge of that work.
He told the commission
that the city wants to have
an orientation.
“In [the resolution] there’s
a [federal] requirement
that we will have an
annual training, an annual
seminar where we invite
all contractors that want to
[work] with the city, not only
in construction, but any one
of our goods and services.”
The commission also
approved
a
$660,500
project
funding
recommendation from the
Brownsville
Community
Improvement Corp. for
projects ranging from a
community garden and old
city library restoration to
a Gonzalez Park walking
trail and theatrical lighting
renovation for the Camille
Playhouse at Dean Porter
Park.
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SHOTS&
LABELS

Name: Tony Taylor
Classification: Freshman
Major: Web design
Clothing: shirt, Hot Topic ($15); jeans, Walmart ($20); tennis shoes, Academy ($20); jacket, Hot Topic ($60)
Accessories: necklace, ebay.com ($15)
Who/what inspires your style? “Corey Taylor, singer from Slipknot.”
Describe your style in three words: “Goth, screamo and insane.”
--Compiled by Marlane Ashley Rodriguez

Experience the Best Chinese Cuisine in Town
Dine-in, Takeout & Delivery

Lotus Café
at Boca Chica

2489 Boca Chica Blvd.

℡: (956) 982-1888

☆
☆
☆
☆

Seasonal Seafood Specials
Cooked fresh by your ordering
Traditional table service
Amazing prices
www.lotuscafe.us

Thank You!
Brownsville Herald Readers
for selecting us as 2010 & 2011
Favorite Oriental Food
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Imani Winds and
Boston Brass
Earn $100 this week

present

Sketches of Spain
7:30 p.m.
Friday, April 13
Two world-class chamber ensembles
combine for one very special project.

Donate your plasma at Talecris Plasma Resources to
help save the lives of patients worldwide and earn
up to $100 this week as a new donor.

1401 East Washington Street
Brownsville, TX
(956) 982-0445
www.talecrisplasma.com

Monday: 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Tuesday: 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday: 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Thursday: 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Friday: 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Saturday: 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

SPECIAL STUDENT
PRICING
$6 orchestra front
$10 balcony

Ticket holder must present
valid UTB and TSC student ID for admission.
utb.edu/artscenter • call 956-UTB-TKTS
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Continued from Page 1
swelling to her left eye two days before

reporting the assault allegedly caused by
her former boyfriend off campus earlier
this year.
She said the incident occurred inside his
vehicle and it was not the first time he had
assaulted her.
Campus Police advised the student to
also file a report with the Brownsville Police
Department, as the incident occurred off
campus.
On Feb.2 another student reported being
stalked by her former boyfriend and was
getting nonstop calls from him.
The day before, he showed up at her work
with a bouquet of flowers wanting to renew
their relationship.
She told a Campus Police officer that she
was becoming exhausted from constantly
being on edge.
Being stalked by your former boyfriend
is one of the most dangerous situations
because the boyfriend or girlfriend knows
the other person’s schedule, likes and
dislikes, Richeson said.
For that reason, women who are being
harassed or stalked by someone, whether
they know the person or not, are urged
to report the incident immediately, said
Frances Cisneros, a sexual assault advocate
for Friendship of Women Inc., a shelter for
victims of domestic violence and sexual
assault.
“There is a protective order now for
stalking victims, but [victims] do need to
report it,” Cisneros said. “Tell somebody, if
they know the person then you know what
he/she looks like. If not, try and write down
what [the suspect] looks like, more or less,
and report it as soon as possible.”
Two-thirds of assaults are committed
by someone you know, and 38 percent
of rapists are a friend or acquaintance,
according to the Rape, Abuse and Incest
National Network site (rainn.org).
An estimated one in five women will
experience rape or attempted rape during
their college years, and less than 5 percent
of these rapes will be reported, as per U.S.
Justice Department statistics.
With the added stress of school and work
during a student’s college years, reporting
any type of harassment or assault can be a
difficult process.
Advocates from Friendship of Women
can assist victims in reporting any type
of assault crime committed toward them,
Cisneros said.
“We can accompany them to the police
department to make a report … file for
a protective order, provide shelter if
necessary, if they feel they are in that much
danger,” Cisneros said, “[and] offer them
referrals to counseling, [and] referrals to
support groups.”
Though an acquaintance or former
boyfriend may be a dangerous stalker, a
complete stranger can creep up behind you,
too.
You can be targeted in person or online by
someone who may not even be a UTB/TSC
student, like one incident that occurred last
November.
A man approached a female student early
that month and learned her name, giving
him the opportunity to send her a friend
request on Facebook, which she denied.
While in one of her classes, she saw
him standing outside, staring at her for 10
minutes. After class, he approached her
and asked why she had denied his friend
request, and that wasn’t the last she saw of
him.
While jogging around the Education and
Business Complex, the student saw the man
watching her from across the street.
She had also reported an incident that
occurred on Nov.25, when he showed up at
the Starbucks Café at 1464 Ruben M. Torres
Sr. Blvd.
She and her sister then had to leave the
coffee shop, and the student explained her
experiences with the man to her sister.
It turned out that her sister had also been
approached by this man a few days before,
when he began asking her questions.
After investigating, Campus Police
discovered the man had no affiliation with
UTB/TSC.
In other cases, a fellow Scorpion becomes
more than a pest, although it may not be as
threatening as it seems.
Some classmates may develop a crush on
their peers, but their intentions of getting to
know the person and show their affection
comes off a bit disturbing to other students,
Richeson said.
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“Usually it’s a social issue,” he said. “They
don’t have the ability to communicate with
the other person, they either like them,
and that’s what usually the cases are that
I’ve seen. It’s a guy that likes a girl, but he
doesn’t know how to tell her he likes her so
he comes off [as] creepy, and he’s following
her around.”
Now with social networking, people who
can’t communicate effectively try to get
in contact with a person through social
networks and it comes off as creepy and
eerie, Richeson said.
One male student might have taken
advantage of the fact that a fellow student
had given him her number, which she
reported was only for academic purposes.
On Jan.19, the student reported to
Campus Police that she was being harassed
by him through text messages after they
exchanged numbers for their class during
the fall semester.
At first, his messages were regarding
schoolwork, but eventually his texts became
inappropriate, she said in the police report.
She told him to stop texting her, which
he did until a few weeks before the spring
semester, when she had to advise him again
to leave her alone.
In another situation last November,
several female students were stalked by the
same male student who was in one of their
classes.
He made several attempts to talk to them
throughout campus and showed up in the
Gazebos, asking if he could hang out with
them. They didn’t want to be mean, so they
said yes.
He went out of his way one morning to
speak with one of the women while her class
was in session. He claimed that he wanted
to meet with her to discuss a project.
She said he called her to ask for her
location and arrived immediately to where
she was at, making her feel unsafe.
The professor complained that the male
student would also behave inappropriately
toward her in class by addressing her by her
first name.
With the exception of one, all of these
women who reported being harassed or
stalked on campus were between the ages
of 18 and 24. According to now.org, women
under the age of 24 are at the highest risk of
being raped.
In addition to any criminal charges that
may be filed against suspects by police
departments, the alleged perpetrators who
are UTB/TSC students also face penalties
by the university.
Depending on the intent and severity
of the student’s behavior, sanctions for
stalking or harassing another student
include expulsion, academic probation,
counseling and community service, said
David Mariscal, a student judicial affairs
coordinator for the Dean of Students Office.
Students can also be punished with
restitution, which would require them to
pay for any damage that might have been
incurred by the victim.
“The extreme cases involve suspension
or expulsion,” Mariscal said. “Suspension
means that you cannot come to school
anywhere from one semester to a year;
expulsion means that you cannot return to
this campus or any other UT campus.”
The department handles each case
independently and interviews the student
and provides information on how to process
the case: informal or formal.
“Sometimes
these
students,
for
anonymous purposes, they may not feel
secure or safe if they say something but
they still want to say something because
they know it’s not right [and] they want
somebody to look into it,” Mariscal said.
“So we advise them as far as how we can
proceed with that or if the student wants to
handle it himself or herself and approach
the person that is harassing them, we assist
the student in doing that.”
At times, it is not proper for the student
to take the situation into their own hands,
Mariscal said. However, handling the
situation can be a learning experience for
the student. He said it is not a route that the
university necessarily advocates.
“If the student feels confident and thinks
it’s just a matter of not being assertive
enough and they want to practice their
assertive skills, we say, ‘OK, this is how you
would go about it,’” Mariscal said. “… How
you make a safe distance, make sure you’re
not in over your head … we practice how
they can approach the person.”
Dealing with the situation themselves
gives students the opportunity to learn how
to deal with difficult situations, assert their
rights and stand up and protect themselves,
he said.
In a formal complaint, the report is

TSC

Continued from Page 1
primary date of the first Tuesday in March
of an even-numbered year, while shifting
the primary runoff to the fourth Tuesday
in May of an even-numbered year in order
to comply with the federal law.
“... A county elections administrator
who finds the task of reprogramming and
calibrating electronic voting machines in
the spring of even-numbered years too
onerous may refuse to provide machines
or otherwise assist with the city election
on that date. Realistically, this means that
many cities may still have to move their
elections to the November date under the
amended version of SB 100.”
RBM Consulting LLC was the only
agency that responded to the local
newspaper ad TSC published on March 31
and proposed an amount of $69,790.
Vice President of Finance and
Administration Chet Lewis told The
Collegian via e-mail that RBM would
perform services such as poll worker

SGA

Continued from Page 1
Of those to serve another term in current
and new roles are Karla Lozoya, the new
vice president of administration; Ericka
Rangel, the new vice president of public
relations; Pedro Rangel, re-elected vice
president of accounting and finance; and,
Elizabeth Ayala, vice president of historical
archives.
The College of Education remains
unrepresented with three vacant positions
for the next academic year, with positions
for graduate senators and senators at large
to join its ranks.
Guerra is optimistic about serving
another term, telling The Collegian about
SGA’s accomplishments during his last
term in office.
“We had some events during the year
such as the Winter Bash. … We also
addressed a part of the parking issue… but
SGA is not only the president, it’s about the
whole senate, which are the ones that bring
up the resolutions,” Guerra said.
As for plans for the next term, Guerra
indicated concern over current levels of
participation by the student body, affirming
that the SGA intends to target student
participation.
Guerra admits that the “Let Your
Voice Be Heard” segment of weekly SGA
meetings turns out “an average of one or
two [students] per week.”
As to workable solutions for students who
cannot attend the meetings, Guerra said
there are other methods of contacting the
SGA.
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Continued from Page 7
dissenting vote.

Regarding Brown’s accusations, Garza
told The Collegian via telephone interview on
March 26: “How could it be illegal? ... It’s not in
our bylaws that he can’t speak. ... He spoke as
a citizen. The other candidate could have done
the same thing. … I was a little disappointed
that [Brown] was upset. What I would have
liked for him to say is, ‘Thank you for giving us
the opportunity to work with you for the last
year.’”
Chavez is licensed to sell life, health,
accidental and HMO insurance policies and is
affiliated with Klement through MGA. TSC’s
agenda packet for the meeting lists Chavez as a
“backup person” for Klement.
Asked about Brown’s allegations, Chavez
told The Collegian on March 23: “It’s not
illegal, Joe, simply because as the CEO of the
company, I represent many agents that have

brought forward and the alleged aggressor
is interviewed, presented with the complaint
and given the opportunity to provide a
response, Mariscal said.
A full investigation is conducted and a
decision is made as to whether to apply any
sanctions to the student.
Mariscal echoed previous Richeson and
Cisneros’ words: “Report it.”
“Sometimes we tend to deny it, or think
it’s going to go away, or it’s not serious, but

training,
equipment
testing
and
administration of early voting and election
day.
Costs for ballots, election kits, equipment
coding and delivery of equipment are
estimated at $17,290 and may change
depending on the total amount of ballots
needed.
Lewis said TSC’s total budget for the
May election was set at $185,000 and so
far, costs were still under budget.
RBM’s proposal will only cover certain
aspects of the election.
“But it will not include the amount for
the poll workers, for the judges, for the
clerks, some of the temporary help we will
need, security, things like that,” Lewis
told the board. “They will need to be hired
separately.”
Board Chair Francisco “Kiko” Rendon,
Trustees René Torres, Dr. Robert Lozano
and Juan “Trey” Mendez voted to authorize
Tercero to enter in to contract with RBM.
Trustees absent were Secretary Adela
Garza, vice chair Roberto Robles and
David Oliveira.

“We actually have a Facebook group—
it needs more students to join, though,”
Guerra said, adding that students may also
e-mail concerns to sga@utb.edu.

Mascot finalist results are in

FINAL FIVE

Ocelot, jaguarundi, the vaqueros, the
bullsharks, the parrot. Final voting: April 23-25

Only five finalists remain from the long
list of mascot choices for UTB after 2,600
students, faculty and staff cast ballots.
“We had forwarded a list of the results of
the mascot campaign to the UT System and
some of the top choices were not able to be
considered because of trademark issues,”
said Associate Vice President for Student
Affairs and Dean of Students Mari FuentesMartin. “So, the final five choices are
going to be the ocelot, the jaguarundi, the
vaqueros, the bullsharks and the parrot.”
A poll of schoolchildren in districts
throughout Cameron and Willacy counties,
UTB alumni and the community is planned
for April 18 and 19.
The results of the poll will be announced
to students during a mascot forum that
will be held April 20 in the Student Union’s
Gran Salón.
The ultimate decision will be what the
students vote on April 23-25. Final results
will be presented in Fall 2012, sometime
between Aug. 27 and Sept. 1.
“Probably Welcome Week, that’s what
I’m shooting for,” Fuentes-Martin added.
Staff writer Héctor Aguilar contributed
to this report.

licenses in different things. And the purpose of
me being up there is to represent my company
in general. And I’m not representing the policy
in particular and that’s why I had Mr. [Raul]
Viada with me there, so that if there were any
technical questions that I’m not able to answer
because I’m not licensed in that particular
venue, that’s what Mr. Viada was there for.”
Viada is a marketing assistant for National
MGA Insurance Alliance Inc. and a licensed
insurance agent who specializes in property
and casualty, life and health, and the employer
market, according to the company’s website.
For buildings that exceed the $4.42 million
threshold, the board decided to award the
contract for $50 million in excess wind
coverage to Shepard Walton King Insurance
Group of McAllen at a cost of $359,316.65.
Unlike the TWIA policy, excess wind
coverage does not cover individual buildings,
but rather all buildings as a whole in the
instance of damages due to excessive winds.
In other business, the board approved:

See INSURANCE, Page 14

the sooner you report it, the sooner that you
can get support,” Mariscal said. “Behavior
tends to escalate, it tends to become more
aggressive or more serious as the stalker
or aggressor gets more confident and sees
that the victim is not doing anything … and
they’re not getting the response they want.”
Report
any
situations
such
as
stalking or harassment to a family
member, friend, or official and surround
yourself with support, Mariscal said.
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Estudiante Estudiante de UTB/TSC pierde 80 kilos en 18 meses
de hoy Por Viridiana Zúñiga
Después
Antes
EDITORA DE ESPAÑOL

CHRISTOPHER PEÑA/collegian

Nombre: Eileen Rodríguez
Edad: 27 años
Especialidad: Maestra de
matemáticas
Clasificación: Estudiante
de último año
Fecha de graduación:
Mayo del 2012
Promedio: 3.40
Ciudad natal: Brownsville
Pasatiempos:
“Disfruto
pasar tiempo con mi familia
y amigos”.
¿Cuáles son tus metas?
“Obtener un trabajo como
maestra de matemáticas en
una escuela preparatoria,
para finales del mes de
agosto”.
¿Cuáles son tus metas
escolares:
“Terminar
una maestría en educación
con una certificación en
consejería”.
¿Cuál es tu inspiración?
“Mi mayor inspiración es
Dios, mi madre y el saber
que tengo la oportunidad
de tener un mejor trabajo
y garantizarme estabilidad
económica”.
¿Cuál sería tu trabajo
ideal? “Me gustaría poder
trabajar para una escuela
preparatoria sin exámenes
estatales”,
ella
dijo,
bromeando.
¿Qué técnicas utilizas
para
estudiar? “Todo
depende de la materia para
la que necesito estudiar. En
ocasiones me ayuda mucho
el estudiar en grupo con
compañeros de mi clase,
en otras ocasiones, prefiero
estudiar sola”.
¿Cuál es tu consejo para
los alumnos de nuevo
ingreso? “No se den por
vencidos fácilmente, el estrés
y el cansancio son solo por un
corto tiempo, cuando menos
lo recuerdan ya estarán
graduándose y será como
si vieran la luz al final del
túnel”.
Anécdota: “El semestre
pasado para una de mis
clases el maestro arregló
el examen de tal manera
que todas las letras de las
repuestas múltiples leyeran
“MERRY CHRISTMAS”. No
me percaté de esto hasta que
terminé el examen, y leí un
mensaje de texto que uno de
mis compañeros me había
mandado.
Literalmente
llegué a mi casa y me puse a
llorar, no podría creer que no
pude descifrar algo tan fácil
así”.
--Recopilado
Euceda

por

Bajar de peso en poco tiempo ha dejado de ser
un truco publicitario y se convirtió en la realidad
de Kevin Ríos, un estudiante de segundo año de
derecho penal que perdió 80 kilogramos en tan
sólo un año y medio utilizando las instalaciones
deportivas de Recreation, Education and
Kinesiology Center.
“Todo comenzó cuando me di cuenta que la
ropa me quedaba chica aunque era talla 50”,
dijo Ríos. “Entonces, fui a buscar ropa de talla
52, pero en la tienda ya no manejaban medidas
más grandes; esto me deprimió”.
Fue entonces cuando Ríos, que pesaba 164
kilos, decidió someterse a un cambio y comenzó
a utilizar las instalaciones de REK Center el 18
de enero del 2010.
“Debido a mi peso era muy difícil hacer los
ejercicios al principio; incluso caminar a clases
me cansaba”, dijo él. “Ni siquiera me ejercitaba
bien, pero era constante y me movía más de lo
que estaba acostumbrado; así que comencé, de
alguna manera, a bajar de peso”.
Cuatro meses después, cuando Ríos ya pesaba
40 kilos menos, conoció a Gilberto López, un
estudiante de ciencias del ejercicio y supervisor
de entrenamiento de REK, que se acercó a él
para guiarlo en su rutina de ejercicio.
“Comencé a darle consejos sobre qué
ejercicios hacer para bajar de peso más rápido y
cómo hacerlos”, dijo López. “Pero tuvo algunos
retrocesos, pues subió de peso dos o tres veces”.
Ríos entrenaba seis días a la semana por
cuatro horas.
“Hubo momentos en los que ya no quería
continuar”, dijo Ríos. “Pero Erika Cruz
[empleada adjunta del centro de servicios
de REK] me motivaba diciéndome que ya se
me notaba la pérdida de peso y que siguiera
adelante”.
López dijo que lo que hizo que Ríos lograra
este avance fue su enfoque y dedicación.
“Vi algo en él, vi determinación”, dijo
López. “Me identifiqué con él porque me hizo
recordar cuando la gente se burlaba de mí por
ser tan flaco y tuve la valentía de comenzar a
ejercitarme”.
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foto de cortesía

Kevin Ríos, estudiante de segundo año de derecho penal, trotando por el campus el pasado jueves. En 18 meses, Ríos logró pesar 84 kilos.

El 15 de agosto del 2011, un año y medio
después de empezar a hacer ejercicio, Ríos ya
había perdido 80 kilos.
“Me di cuenta de que todo puede ser posible”,
dijo Ríos. “Muchas cosas cambiaron en mi vida;
ahora soy más activo, la gente no me reconoce
y, sobre todo, ya no me preocupa la ropa”.
Él no siguió ninguna dieta estricta durante
este proceso.
“Sólo reduje las porciones de lo que comía y
comencé a comer más carne y pollo; la comida
chatarra la consumo una vez a la semana”, dijo
Ríos. “Además, como seis veces al día para
acelerar mi metabolismo”.
Por su parte, López aconseja a quienes
desean bajar de peso que primero piensen en
su propio bienestar.
“Ejercitarse es un estilo de vida”, dijo él.
“Primero tienen que dejar los malos hábitos
como dormir poco, fumar o comer comida
chatarra y comenzar a ingerir carbohidratos, a
tomar agua y a tener una dieta balanceada”.
Además de las recreaciones informales
donde el estudiante puede entrar al REK y
utilizar las máquinas, las canchas o la piscina,
también existen programas diarios de ejercicio
en grupo como zumba, ejercicios acuáticos y

yoga. El REK cuenta con un instructor que
trabaja de cerca con el alumno ofreciéndole un
entrenamiento completo y personalizado.
De acuerdo Arturo Olague, director de
Recreación Universitaria, de 800 a 1,000
estudiantes usan las instalaciones del REK
diariamente. El mes pasado, 14,000 visitantes
en total hicieron uso de los servicios que ofrece.
“El REK Center es un lugar óptimo para
cualquier tipo de ejercicio y para conocer gente
que te apoye a seguir adelante”, dijo López.
“El caso de Kevin fue uno de mis logros más
grandes, no sólo laboral, sino personal; su
paciencia y autocontrol deben ser un ejemplo
para todos”.
Ríos actualmente pesa 84 kilos y sigue
entrenando diariamente para incrementar su
masa muscular. El ejercicio y una dieta sana se
han vuelto su estilo de vida.
“Ahora sé que cuando dicen que nada es
imposible, no mienten”, dijo él. “Nada se
compara con lo que se puede lograr con un
poco de voluntad”.
Para conocer los programas y las cuotas de
un entrenador personal que ofrece REK Center,
visite
www.utb.edu/sa/campusrec/Pages/
default.aspx

Haciendo camino a la facultad de medicina
Por Marlane Ashley Rodríguez
THE COLLEGIAN

Dos estudiantes de UTB/TSC y
ocho estudiantes de preparatoria
han sido aceptados en el Programa
de Aceptación Temprana a la
Facultad de Medicina de UTBrownsville
(UT-Brownsville’s
Early Medical School Acceptance
Program), que garantiza una
admisión automática a la División
de Medicina de la Universidad de
Texas en Galveston.
Lisa
Cain,
directora
del
Programa de Enriquecimiento de
la Facultad de Medicina (Medical
School Enrichment Program) de la
DMUTG y miembro de su comité
de admisiones, visitó nuestro
campus el 28 de marzo para
entrevistar a los estudiantes que
buscaban ingresar al programa.
El programa de aceptación
temprana pertenece a seis
universidades y se centra en los
alumnos de tercer y cuarto año
de preparatoria que están por
graduarse. Si son aceptados,
los estudiantes deben cumplir
con los requisitos para ser
automáticamente admitidos a
la DMUTG, después de concluir
una carrera de cuatro años en su
universidad.
Las universidades que forman
parte del programa son UTBrownsville, UT-Pan American,
UT-El
Paso,
Texas
A&M
International University, Texas
Jasmin Southern University y Prairie
View A&M University.
Cain ha trabajado con este

programa en Brownsville desde el
2006. Ella dice que la DMUTG ha
elegido escoger alumnos de UTB
debido a la buena relación laboral
y el progreso de los estudiantes
seleccionados. Cain dijo, a su
vez, que aquellos estudiantes que
están dentro del programa son
muy trabajadores, dedicados e
inteligentes.
“En DMUTG creemos en la
diversidad”, dijo Cain. “UTBrownsville es una de las
instituciones de la que podemos
reclutar estudiantes para indicar
que tenemos una población
estudiantil diversa”.
Dijo también que hay una gran
demanda de doctores en Estados
Unidos.
“Hay una demanda de médicos
a quienes no les importa ofrecer
sus servicios a las zonas más
desfavorecidas, áreas rurales y a
personas que requieren atención
médica”, dijo Cain.
DMUTG está en busca de
alumnos
académicamente
preparados, cultos, con capacidad
de liderazgo y comprometidos a
servir.
“No nos centramos solamente
en el desempeño académico, sino
en las características personales;
buscamos a alguien compasivo
que se interese por los demás”,
dijo Cain.
Cada año, 230 estudiantes
son aceptados a DMUTG. Cain
ha entrevistado a más de 1,000
alumnos en Estados Unidos.
Los alumnos admitidos este

año son Ericka Rangel y Andrea
Heier, estudiantes de segundo
año de UTB; Cecilia Colom,
Samantha Gómez, Faith Mason,
José Raya y David Chen, alumnos
de la Academia de Matemáticas
y Ciencias de UTB/TSC, y Alexis
Ruiz, de Alexander High School
de Laredo.
Los estudiantes del programa
participan en rotaciones clínicas
y programas de enriquecimiento
que los ayudan a prepararse para
el Examen de Admisión de la
Facultad de Medicina (MCAT, por
sus siglas en inglés).
Eduardo
Ramos
es
un
estudiante de segundo año de
UTB/TSC inscrito en el programa.
“Solicité una vacante cuando
estaba
en
la
preparatoria
y fue entonces cuando me
entrevistaron; desde que entré a
UTB, he estado en el programa”,
dijo Ramos.
De acuerdo a Ramos, la
dificultad para entrar al programa
se basa en la cantidad de
estudiantes que solicitan un lugar.
Una vez siendo admitido, Ramos
dijo haber recibido una lista de
clases recomendadas, también
debe mantener un promedio de
3.25 y obtener una calificación
de 24 o más en el examen de
admisión.
Sumado a este programa,
la Oficina de Carreras de
Formación Médica (Office of
Health Professions Careers) de
la universidad, que sirve a 600
estudiantes al año, también forma

parte del proceso por el que pasan
los alumnos.
El director del programa y de
estudios previos de la medicina,
Dr. Gustavo Stern, dijo que además
de la facultad de medicina, la
Oficina de Carreras de Formación
Médica ayuda a los estudiantes
a entrar en cualquier profesión
relacionada con la salud.
Stern organiza programas de
enriquecimiento que ofrecen 350
horas de bases a los estudiantes
para mejorar su promedio general
y su calificación en el examen de
admisión, además de prepararlos
para la facultad.
“También
asesoramos,
preparamos y ofrecemos becas
a los estudiantes”, dijo Stern.
“Siempre
hay
un
mentor
disponible para ayudarlos”.
Como director, Stern dijo visitó
preparatorias para informar a los
estudiantes acerca del programa.
“Esta es una oportunidad única
para tener un acceso a la facultad”,
él dijo. “Galveston es una facultad
de medicina muy prestigiada”.
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ACADEMIA

Continued from Page 4
Furthermore, the state commissioner
for education, who is appointed by the
governor, receives the committee’s
recommendations and then recommends
that the state board approve the textbook
or reject it. In this process the board adopts
new textbooks for a particular subject each
year. 2011 was for natural sciences and
2012 for social sciences. Indeed, this group
holds in its hands the future of education in
Texas; however, no requirements such as a
university degree or a high school diploma
are needed to be an SBOE member.
Drawing from what was stated above we
can get a sense of how the SBOE works.
However, it should be noted that the SBOE
has constantly demonstrated to hold
contrary beliefs on issues such as evolution,
liberty of religion and social sciences (in this
case it was a new requirement that students
contrast the ideas in Confederate President
Jefferson Davis’s inaugural address, which
didn’t even mention slavery, with speeches
by U.S. President Abraham Lincoln and
revised standards that exaggerate religious
influences on the Founders and the
founding documents). Furthermore, one of
the important issues about this is that Texas
is the biggest book market in the U.S. and
most of the publishers in the country base

ADDICTION

Continued from Page 4
father knew time was running out, so
he sought professional help at an agency
where they work with people who have
behavioral or medical problems. The doctor
evaluated my father to check if there was
anything wrong with him. After assessing
my father’s condition, the doctor’s diagnosis
was that my father was suffering from
depression and anxiety. Right away, the
doctor prescribed Seroquel, a pill that treats
bipolar disorders, also known as manic
depression. The doctor prescribed my father
300 milligrams of Seroquel, and as of today,
the dosage has not increased.
Seroquel can be taken together with
an antidepressant (Zoloft) to treat major
depressive disorders. Yes, my father
continues taking Zoloft. He has only been
taking Seroquel for seven months, and
three weeks ago, he confessed that he
was addicted. The way he got addicted to
Zoloft was the same way he got addicted to
Seroquel. His body craved these two drugs,
so as a result, he became enslaved to his
addictions. I asked my father what he felt
if he did not take both of the prescribed
drugs. He honestly said that he experienced
anxiety, depression, insomnia and
hallucinations. I knew from that moment

UTMB

Continued from Page 6
biology major Eduardo
Ramos is one of the
students in the EMSAP
program.
“I applied when I was
in high school, and I got
interviewed during high
school, and since I came
to UTB, I’ve been in the
program,” Ramos said.
Ramos said the program
is hard to get in to,
depending on the number

CORRIDO

Continued from Page 6
harboring a need for illegal
smuggling of tequila from
Mexico.
Almost 100 years ago, the
story by the border was the
same in which smuggling
takes a page in the history
books, as most of the
“tequilero” corridos take
place in the lower border
area, such as Brownsville,
according to information

their publications on the requirements of
the Texas standards, indeed, creating a huge
problem that impacts the rest of the nation.
The real implications of having a State
Board of Education such as ours creates
many dilemmas that are not only noticeable
in the market, but also in the quality of
education within the state. Among the
possible outcomes of this situation I can
only envision an unstable future, a future
in which Texas students won’t be able to
compete with the students of other states
and a future in which elementary schools,
high schools and consequently, universities
could see their liberties downgraded. We
can easily imagine a future in which the
state, controlled by a minority, manipulates
education and diminishes our civil liberties,
a state in which universities are no longer
spaces where we can voice our concerns.
Although this may seem far-fetched and
may even seem quite alarmist, we must
acknowledge that this is already happening.
Universities in South Texas are no longer
public spaces where one can voice one’s
concerns in a completely free manner. They
no longer represent the enlightenment
ideals of open discussion and they certainly
do not address vital social concerns such as
inequality, poverty and immigration. We
need a new American academia.
Carlos Gutiérrez is a junior sociology
major and president of the Sociology Club.
You may send comments to danielmannix@
hotmail.com.
my father planned to keep taking these two
drugs for quite a long time.
People addicted to prescription drugs
virtually do not have the willpower to stop
using them. I did not like how Zoloft and
Seroquel changed my father into a drug
addict. When he takes the pills, he changes
from being the loud, annoying person he
is to a quiet person. I also notice that he
sleeps more, and I do not like it because he
spends less time with me. I asked my father
if the prescribed drugs helped him. He told
me that even though it took his anxiety
and depression away, he did not feel major
change. My father rates his addiction an 8
on a scale of 1 to 10. There is no doubt that
my father is a man addicted to prescription
drugs.
My father began taking prescription
drugs without knowing that at some point
he would become addicted. I do not blame
him since those prescribed drugs make him
feel better. It is difficult not to get addicted
to something his body takes every day.
When the doctor prescribes someone these
kinds of drugs, the patient should use them
wisely. A person would not want to become
an addict to prescription drugs like my
father did. It can be an addiction a person
will not be able to shake off!
UTB/TSC Freshman
English 1301.30

of
students
applying.
Once accepted, Ramos
said he was given a list of
recommended courses, a
3.25 grade point average to
maintain and is required to
earn a score of 24 or higher
on the MCAT for automatic
acceptance to UTMB.
Along with EMSAP,
the university’s Office
of
Health
Professions
Careers, which serves 600
students a year, also plays
a role in students pursuing
their medical school goals.
Pre-med and EMSAP
provided by the University
of Texas at Austin’s College
of Liberal Arts.
“It was so easy to load
bottles of tequila on mules
and bring them across at
a low-water crossing at
the river,” Pérez said. “The
tequila smugglers crossed
at Guerrero, and this was
before they built Falcon
Dam. You used to have an
easy place to cross. … They
would take off through
the woods, skirting the
border, coming inland a
little bit at Laredo and they

Director Gustavo Stern
said that besides medical
school, the Office of Health
Professions Careers assists
students in getting into
any health profession,
including dental, physician
assistant, physical therapy
and occupational therapy.
Stern
organizes
programs that provide
350 hours of enrichment
programs to give students
foundations so they can
improve their GPA, MCAT
test scores and prepare
them for medical school.
would eventually go to the
distribution point, which
was San Diego, Texas.”
The corrido song form
has no chorus and is
characterized by a definite
rhyme scheme (ABCB)
with stanzas of four lines
that are octosyllabic, in
which the verses sound
alike. However, because
of the oral tradition that
has carried corridos to our
present day, people have
amended them.
“The
old
corridos,
they would be constantly

INSURANCE

Continued from Page 12
--the lease of polling equipment from
Cameron County in the amount of $27,540.
The equipment will be used in the May 12
trustee elections;
--and a new fire and perils insurance
policy through an interlocal agreement with
the Texas Association of School Boards Risk
Management Fund for a premium of $245,646
and a deductible of $50,000. The policy will
cover TSC’s $235,293,457 worth of assets.
As per the college’s accreditation, TSC
transition team member Leonardo de la Garza
reported April 16 would be the date transition
team members would meet with the UT System
in Austin to develop a negotiation process and
a schedule of negotiation throughout May and
June regarding campus facilities.
Tercero plans to meet with the Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools, the
region’s accreditation entity, in Atlanta, Ga.,
April 11 and 12 to confirm SACS’ approved
timeline for TSC’s accreditation process.
Trustee Garza asked: “There’s no way that
UTB will be accredited and TSC won’t?”
Transition team member Garza said that
would not happen.
“Should there be an issue, which we certainly
don’t anticipate, then the accreditation will
continue for both institutions under the
[UTB/TSC] partnership,” he said.
In regard to the college’s tuition and fees,
Tercero presented findings revealing a 24

changing,” Joe Pérez said.
“People would change one
word here, add a verse.”
The duet also performed
a piece written by Rosa
Pérez that commemorates
the late Paredes.
“I also wanted to pay
tribute to Américo Paredes
and the field research he
conducted by crossing the
river into Tamaulipas over
and over again to collect
these vintage corridos that
he put into his book A TexasMexican Cancionero.”
The
cancionero,
or

percent increase in tuition rates for in-district
students totaling $73 per semester credit hour
and 26 percent for out-of-district students, or
$112 per semester credit hour, since 2009.
According to Tercero’s presentation, UTB/
TSC has the highest in-district and nonresidential tuition and fees among all 50 Texas
community college districts.
UTB/TSC’s tuition and fees are more closely
aligned with those of regional universities
than with Texas public community colleges
and are the second highest for out-of-district.
With these figures in mind, Tercero will
recommend to the board new tuition and
fees this fall and upon the board’s approval,
announcements will be made in an effort to
inform students of the new rates and fees.
“We will bring forth to you [in-district and
out-of-district tables] this coming fall so we
can prepare ourselves for the opening of the
college in the fall of [2013],” Tercero said. “We
will have our own TSC catalog and that is
where you will see the differences.”
The board will participate in several
workshops throughout the summer in order to
prepare a course catalog.
Trustees absent from the meeting were
René Torres, David Oliveira and Dr. Roberto
Robles.
Tercero announced TSC Vice President
for Instruction and Student Services
Robert Aguero has been reappointed to
the Texas Higher Education Coordinating
Board’s
Undergraduate
Education
Advisory Committee, which is working on
recommending a new core curriculum.

songbook, contains lyrics
and music to 66 songs,
including those performed
by Rumbo al’ Anacua.
Asked about the future of
corridos and whether, like
hers, they would include
code switching, Rosa Pérez
replied: “I would like to
see bilingual corridos but
I’ve also been criticized by
people here in Brownsville
who want todo en inglés o
todo en español and that’s
not who I am. I’ve come
too far to leave it behind.
If you’re bilingual, code

switching is your third
language and you can flip in
and out.”
Rosa Pérez taught English
and
Mexican-American
studies at Hannah High
School between 1984 and
2001, when she retired.
Since then, the couple has
performed as Rumbo al’
Anacua and hosted “North
of the Border,” a program
airing on the Rio Grande
Valley’s public radio station
that
covered
vintage
Mexican music.
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Women take 7th place in Bluebonnet Classic

Conference: Round Rock for men’s team April 16 and 17
Valerie Nichole Secrease
Sports Editor

collegian file photo

The
UTB/TSC
Women’s Golf Team
placed seventh out of
14 teams in
the
Bluebonnet
Classic
Golf
Tournament on March
26 and 27 in Fort
Worth.
The team finished
with a 682 score to put
them in seventh place
over
Southwestern
(Kan.) and Northwood
University, who are
also opponents in
the NAIA National
Championship
qualifier tournament
in Oklahoma City.
Western
Texas
Community
College
won the tournament
with a 615 score.
Lubbock
Christian
University was second
at 617.
Although the team

Women’s Golf Captain Krystal Garza takes some practice swings at the South Padre Island
Golf Club in Laguna Vista earlier this year.

Scorpions hope to steer
Pilots out of 3-game series
UTB/TSC then looks for comeback vs. UTPA

By Valerie Nichole Secrease
Sports Editor

The UTB/TSC Baseball
Team, on the road since
March 24, goes up against
the
Louisiana
State
Un i v e r s i t y- S h r e v e p or t
Pilots in a three-game
series this weekend.
The series starts off
with a doubleheader at 4
p.m. Friday on Pilot Field,
followed by a single game
at 1 p.m. Saturday.
After two losses against
the UT-Pan American
Broncs earlier this season,
the Scorpions hope to
come out with a win in
their last game vs. the
Broncs at 7 p.m. April 17
at the Edinburg Baseball
Stadium.
Last weekend, the Texas
College
Steers
hosted
a three-game series vs.
the Scorpions in Tyler.
The teams faced off in a
doubleheader that was
scheduled to begin at 1 p.m.
Friday and a third game
on Saturday that started
at noon. Results were not
available at press time.
On March 30 and 31, the
Scorpions split a four-game
series with the University
of Houston-Victoria. In
a doubleheader the first
day, UHV took the first
game 7-1, scoring one run
in the first inning, two in
the third and three in the

fourth to take a 6-0 lead
before UTB/TSC scored,
according to the UTB/TSC
Athletics website.
The Scorpions made it
6-1 in the top of the sixth,
but the Jaguars stretched
the lead back to six runs
with a single tally in the
bottom of the sixth.
In Game 2, the Scorpions
tired out the Jaguars and
claimed the victory 9-7.
Catcher Juan Muñoz
hit the first pitch he saw
over the left-field fence for
an early 1-0 lead in the
second inning. The hit was
the only one for UTB/TSC
through four innings, but
it was enough to keep them
with the lead.
UTB/TSC batted seven
straight hits to score
five times in the fifth.
Freshman Robert Garza’s
two-run double and second
baseman Scott Frazier’s
two-run single did the
most damage in the inning,
and UTB/TSC led 6-0.
The Scorpions added
three more runs in the
sixth, one on a runscoring single by Frazier
and another on a squeeze
bunt by shortstop Joel
Fernandez.
The two teams split the
doubleheader once again
on March 31, with the
Jaguars taking the first
game 4-3.
And in the final game of

the series, the Scorpions
came together and closed
the deal with an 8-3
triumph over UHV.
Senior shortstop Joel
Fernandez said he believes
in his team and wants the
team to continue to work
toward their main goal:
conference.
“I am expecting my
teammates
to
come
together and finish strong
as a unit. We need to start
playing for each other, and
the rest will take care of
itself,” he said.
The most important
tournament of the season
for the Scorpions will take
place after their final home
game series April 20 and
21 against the University of
the Southwest.
The Red River Athletic
Conference will take place
in Shreveport April 28May 2.
The Scorpions are 13-5
in the RRAC standings and
25-17 in the regular season.
Fernandez
said
he
knows the team could
be successful in the
conference
tournament
if it just plays its best and
works together.
“We still have a chance to
finish in the top two of the
conference, we just need to
take care of business and
play our best every day,” he
said.

finished
strong,
freshman
Veronika
Vasquez said there
is always room for
improvement in her
game.
“There is room for
consistency in my
golf game and it’s the
main aspect of my
game that I’m working
on for conference,”
Vasquez said. “I’m also
working on playing
one hole at a time
and not over-thinking
things, just having fun
and playing the game I
love most.”
After an opening
round
79
score,
Alainey Muro fired
82 March 27 to finish
with a 161 to lead the
Scorpions.
Krystal
Garza, who shot 82 on
March 26, shot an 87
on Day 2 to finish with
169.
Other scores were
Vasquez, 87-87 for a

174; Elizabeth Garza,
89-90 for a 179; and,
Cat Lira 96-89 for a
185.
The Scorpions will
compete in a qualifier
with other teams in
the Red River Athletic
Conference,
along
with teams from the
Kansas
Collegiate
Athletic Conference
(KCAC), the Midlands
Collegiate
Athletic
Conference (MCAC)
and
Gulf
Coast
Athletic Conference,
according
to
the
Athletics Department
website.
UTB/TSC is ranked
No. 1 in the unaffiliated
conference
with
the
other
three
conferences.
In the hope of
making it to nationals
in
Greensville,
Tenn., the women
will first compete
in the conference

tournament,
which
will
be
held
in
Oklahoma City April
23 and 24.
Vasquez said she
and her teammates
are looking forward to
traveling and playing
well.
“My teammates and
I are really pumped
for Oklahoma,” she
said. “We are striving
for that win. Winning
conference is our goal
and to accomplish
something that big
would be awesome.”
The
UTB/TSC
Men’s Golf Team will
also travel to Round
Rock
to
compete
in
its
conference
tournament of the
spring April 16 and 17.
With one goal in
mind, the team hopes
to make it to the
national tournament
in Salem, Ore., in May.
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THIS MAY, SUMMER I and SUMMER II

TAKE AN ONLINE COURSE

Visit us online for a complete
List of Online Courses
and Preliminary Syllabi!

utb.edu/online
MASTER’S online

BACHELOR’S online
• B.S., Criminal Justice
• B.S., Nursing
• Bachelor of Multidisciplinary Studies
• B.A.T., Workforce Leadership and Supervision
• B.A.T., Computer Information Systems Technology
• B.A.T., Health Services Technology
• B.A.A.S., Applied Business Technology
• B.A.A.S., Legal Studies
• Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sciences

• M.Ed., Educational Technology
• M.S., Mathematics
• M.B.A.
• M.A. in Spanish Translation and Interpreting
• M.S. in Nursing Administration
• M.S. in Nursing Education
• M.S. in Computer Science
GRADUATE CERTIFICATES online
• Master Technology Teacher
• E-Learning
• Graduate Certiﬁcate in Spanish Translation

ONLINE STUDENT SUPPORT
SETB
2nd Floor
Room 2.320

CALL CENTER

Toll Free: 1-866-654-4555
Local: (956) 882-6696
onlinecourses@utb.edu
Follow us on:

www.utb.edu/online

• Blackboard Student Training Sessions
• Online Mandatory Advising Scheduling Assistance
• Online Students Admissions and Registration Assistance
• Online Test Proctoring Services
• Blackboard Student Technical Support
.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SERVICES
ONLINE LEARNING
utb.edu/online • myutb.blackboard.com

